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 The little blue house that comes up next is owned by Lisa Burich.  She bought it from Clara Holk and 
her son Jim. The next property is The Riverview Inn which was owned by Francis Roos who ran the bar and a 
small repair shop in the back. In September of 1963, Art and Darlene Wille bought the property from Francis 
and the repair shop closed.  Art and Darlene had two daughters and they took over the business in 1996.  In 
2016, Lisa (Wille) Burich bought out her sister and now runs the Riverview Inn today. A tribute to her father is 
the sign on the front of the bar that says “Pizza is a work of Art:”   Just a little sidebar... Lisa gets a big “thank 
you” from the Highway W people.  When we have our annual or biannual floods,  Lisa is always there with the 
coffee and sandwiches. Everything south of this is in the village and this report is solely about the part of the 
road that is in the town of Saukville.   
 

Top Photo) Riverview Inn located on east side 
of Hwy W 
 
Bottom Photo)  John & Cathy Brunnquell home 
on west side of Hwy W adjacent to Milwaukee 
River 
 
     Now starting on the West side of Highway 
W just south of the Schmidt property is now 
owned by John and Cathy Brunnquell. All of 
the land on the west side of the road was 
owned by George Jacoby and sold off as lots. 
The lot that the Brunnquells have today was 
sold to John Oberst who was married to 
George’s daughter and they raised five chil-
dren there.  It was just a small house then and 
ended by what is now the kitchen win-
dow.  They in turn sold it to the Lederers who 
had two children, they added on the piece 
which gave it the existing footprint.  When 
they left, they sold it to the Waite family who 
had five children.  They moved and sold it to 
the Petersons of Saukville.  Mister Peterson 
passed away and since his wife never wanted 
to live in the country, she put it up for sale.  
 

                Continued on Page 3 

This month we bring you Installment #2 of the guest article written by local Town of Saukville novice historians Paul and Elvira Brunnquell 
Their story is a written “recollection” and research completed by the Brunnquell’s and recorded by Elvira Brunnquell with the help of  
their grandson, Zach Brunnquell and neighbors and friends listed at the end of the article about the development of Highway W along the 
river in Saukville, WI. We thank Paul and Elvira for their love of history and for sharing their efforts in preserving this history with all of 
us…!   Installment #2…   

IT’S MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL TIME! 
 

Support the Ozaukee County Historical Society by RENEWING your membership for 2021 today.   
You can find the renewal form on the outside of this newsletter.   

Highway W is located 
on the east side of the 
Milwaukee River in the 

ALONG THE RIVER 
Written by:  Paul and Elvira Brunnquell 
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CONTACTS 

 

Event:  WWII—Becky Miller 
Event:  Flag Day-Keri Eichner 

Event:  Tractor Show-Allen Buchholz 
Event:  Bluegrass-Mary Ann Velnetske 

Event:  Harry Potter at the Village-Keri Eichner 

MESSAGE … FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Website:  www.ochs.co.ozaukee.wi.us 
Facebook Page:  Ozaukee County Historical Society@OCHS1960 

 

Archives Phone Number:  262-377-4510   Please call ahead—physical distancing-limited capacity. 
OPEN:  (Tuesdays 9:00 am—3:00 pm)   

Dear OCHS Friends, 
    The OCHS Board is working hard to try to bring you a 2021 event season 
at some level.   A tentative and hopeful event schedule is listed above.  We 
will post updates and changes on our website and your best bet for the 
most up-to-date information will be there.  Thank you for continuing to 
renew your memberships and support the OCHS with your financial dona-
tions.  We have the responsibility to maintain historical properties at the 
Archives in Cedarburg, Oz Cty Pioneer Village in Saukville and Stony Hill 
School located in the Town of Fredonia.  Your support is truly appreciated.   
      Now seems to be a good time to get that family history project orga-
nized.  If you need to do some research, give us a call and set up an       
appointment to come in, we will help you out–socially distanced of 
course!  Hope to see you all soon!     Jean Steinke, President 
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Along the River… continued from pg 1... 
 
 

John and Cathy Brunnquell bought it in 1990. They loved the river and decided that was where they wanted to stay and raise their family 
of three so they added a second story to the house and later a boat house making the property what it is today. 

 
The next piece of land is vacant and will stay that way as it is not a conforming lot. Eilene King got this piece of land in the divorce. She 
claimed she never owned anything in her life and she wanted something, so this is hers.   

 
Continuing on the road to the south is a home owned by Renee Roos. She inherited this from her parents Bill and Dorothy Roos who 
bought it from George Jacoby. 
 
Following that is a property that is now owned by Al and Joy Schanowski. This lot was bought from George Jacoby by Al Bradley in the mid 
1930's. The next owner was Paul Thelan. Jim and MaryBeth Paape bought the house in 1968 from the Thelans, as they wanted to move up 
North. MaryBeth had passed away in November 2008 and Jim stayed living there until he passed in June of 2010.  In April of 2011, the 
property was sold to Alan and Joy Schanowskis who live there today.  

 
A bit further down the road is a home owned by Terry and Donna Elbe. The Elbe’s bought the property in 1984 from Elmer Gardner who 
was the grandfather of Donna Elbe. The home was originally built by a gentleman with the surname Opica. 

 
The last place on Highway W before the Village starts is owned by Dale and Shelly Buser. Dale worked for us at the farm when he was a 
teenager and his sister was our babysitter. Dale bought the home when his father, Bernie, who built the home died. 

 
For most people, Highway W is a way to get from one place to another but as anyone who lives here knows, there is a lot of history along 

our little stretch of highway. For as many tragedies as we have gone 
through together as a neighborhood, we have gone through them 
together. That can be said about the good times as well, perhaps 
more. Just as every neighborhood has a history, so does ours, and we 
couldn't be happier to be a part of it with you. 
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Top Photo:  Home owned by Renee Roos  
Right Photo:  Homes of Elbe’s and Buser’s 
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SOURCES AVAIILABLE ON OCTAGON BARN STUDY 
 

In the November 2020 issue of Timelines, we shared “The Clausing Octagon Barns of Ozaukee County-An In-Depth Study” done back in 
2012 by OCHS volunteers—Nina Look, Fred Derr and Pat Ross.  Along with consulting with members of the Clausing Family, a list of the 
sources they used are listed below and still available at the Hazel Wirth Archives Research Center.  If you might be interested in pursuing 
the topic further or call to make an appointment to visit for further information.  
 

The Architecture of Wisconsin, Richard W. E. Perrin, 1967 
Barns of Wisconsin, Jerry Apps and Allen Strang, 1977 
Barns of Wisconsin, Jerry Apps, Photographs by Steve Apps, 2010 
“The Clausing Octagon Barns: Ozaukee County Treasures”, Nina Look, Ozaukee County Historical Society Newsletter, “Timelines”, May 
2012 and Society Website, May 2012 
Clausing notes from Ozaukee County Historical Society files, Mrs. W. Eccles, 1962 
“The Clausing Octagon Barns: Ozaukee County Treasures” OCHS manuscript and photographs, Fred Derr, Nina Look, Bob Ross and Pat 
Ross, 2012 
Descendants of Friedrich Clausing, Delores Rauschenberger, 1982 
Descendants of Friedrich Clausing, A Supplement to the 1982 Genealogy, Lenore Kloehn, ed., 1997 
Early Ozaukee County Sketches, Ozaukee County Historical Society, 1967 
The Heritage Guidebook, H. Russell Zimmermann, 1976 
 “History of the Clausing Barn”, Old World Wisconsin website 
Images of America, Cedarburg, Lisa Curtis, 2011 
Interviews with Ray Clausing, Pat Ross, 2012 
Interviews with Ray Clausing, Janice Clausing Hill and Theodore Clausing, Fred Derr and Nina Look, 2012  
Interviews with Beth and Scarlet Lloyd, Fred Derr, Nina Look and Pat Ross, 2012 
Iron Fist, the Lives of Carl Kiekhaefer, Jeff Rodengen, 1991 
“Locations of Octagon & Round Barns in Ozaukee and Washington Counties” Ozaukee County  Historical Society, 2012 
“Map of Ozaukee County Wisconsin”, Hennessey & Co., 1913 
“Milwaukee County Zoo” website, 2012 
“New Helps for the Busy Cornbelt”, Successful Farming, 1955 
Newspaper articles, various local, state and national papers, various years 
“Octagon Barn, Cedarburg Area, Wis.”, post card, Arnie’s Foto Service, no date 
“The Octagon Barns – Celebrate Ozaukee County”, pewter ornament, John Reichert, 1993 
“Octagonal Barns”, Ozaukee County website 
 “Octagon Barns in Mequon”, Cub Scout report, Den #3, Pack #65, Mequon, no date 
“Old World Wisconsin” website, 2012 
Ozaukee County photographs taken by Bob Ross, 2012 
Ozaukee County Township plat maps, Ozaukee County Historical Society, 1994 
“Round Barn”, Wikipedia 
Sketches of Cedarburg, Celebrating 100 Years, Harold Hansen, 1985 
USGENWEB Cemetery project, Ozaukee County list, 2011 
“Wisconsin Coastal History Trails – Lake Michigan”, James Purinton,  
Wisconsin Coast Zone Management Development Program, 1976 



The Finishing Touches 
 

After five years of fund raising and hard work, the Village Hall 
at Ozaukee County Pioneer Village is in its final stage of  com-
pletion. The hall is being decorated with large photos and 
artifacts to bring the rich history of Ozaukee County to all 
who attend our events or rent the hall. 
 

Allen Buchholz is spending the winter immersed in this pro-
ject. The goal is to have at least two images from each of the 
nine communities in the county. Some of the prints are as 
large as five feet wide, while many are in the three foot 
range. Allen has searched the archives of local historical soci-
eties, libraries and private collections to find the most inter-
esting images that will enlarge well. 
 

Some of the largest photos are paired with related artifacts 
and placed on the shelf above the kitchen. 
 

To defray the cost of this effort, we are offering sponsorships 
for each of the photos. Those who have stepped forward al-
ready include Gentian Financial Inc, Trinity/Freistadt Histori-
cal Society, Phil and Jean Steinke, Arnold Kaul Jr, Todd Kaul, Allen and Cheri 
Buchholz, Ken and Kathy Wegner and Bob and Marge Weskirchen.  There are 
ten more photos ($250 and $350), as well as the reframing of an 1896 forty-
five star flag ($500), that still need sponsors. To sponsor a photo, the flag, or 
make a donation please  contact Allen Buchholz at buchholz@wi.rr.com or  
414-630-9093.   
 

1896 45-Star Flag belonging to Blacksmith  
from Port Washington 

Photo of the old Port Brewery with related cases and keg 

Allen Buchholz with images from  
Grafton, Fredonia and Mequon 
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IMAGES OF GRAFTON BOOK 
NOW AVAILABLE FROM OUR 

FRIENDS AT THE GRAFTON 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY! 

mailto:buchholz@wi.rr.com


DOWNSIZING/ORGANIZING? 
If you are downsizing or clearing out a parents home that may contain local  Ozaukee history, 
please contact the historical society at 262-377-4510 and leave a message. Preserve your 
genealogies and other old significant papers including scrapbooks, diaries, pamphlets, etc). 
These items are invaluable to researchers of local history.  If your item is of value as local  
history, the OCHS will accession it into their collection.   
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THANK YOU TO OUR RECENT DONORS  
 ~ You make great things happen ~ 

Monetary Donations and Grants Received thru February 2021 
 

Fred Derr & Nina Look – Archives Donation 
Tom Didier – Archives Donation 
Bob & Marge Wiskerchen – Pioneer Village Hall Photo Print Sponsorship 
Paul & Philia Hayes – General Donation 
State of Wisconsin Dept. Of Admin. Covid-19 Cultural Organization Grant 
Mary Lou McPhillips – General Donation 
Kenneth & Kathryn Wegner – Pioneer Village Hall Photo Print Sponsorship 
Jane Boesch – General Donation 
Gail Skiff -  Archives Donation 
Gary Feider – General Donation 
Michael & Sara Bowen – General  Donation 
Reid Van Sluys – Caboose Restoration 
Gary & Dorothy Grimm – Interurban Depot Preservation 
Edwin Proctor – Ozaukee County Pioneer Village Upkeep 

 

Memorials 
Nancy Perez – Marion Hatzinger Memorial 
Arnold Kaul – Darlene Kaul Memorial 
Emeline Johnson – Sylvia Preisler Memorial 
 
We do our best to include everyone on our list of donors.  If you feel your 
name has been omitted, please call 262-377-4510 and leave a message.  We will 
contact you.          

Research Topic Requests: 
 

Watry Family (Dominic & Mary (Weiland) 
Mequon 1925 Tudor on Milwaukee River 
Cedarburg Mandolin/String Orchestra 1920’s 
Joseph Smith Family Civil War Letters 
Immanuel Cemetery Cedarburg 
1938 Hilgen-Wittenberg Dam Restoration PWA Project 
Paramount Records Grafton 
Adelia (Girlie) Blank Obit/ Poor House Fire 1922 
Captain Peter Spehn Grafton 
Anthony Lutynski  Family 
John/Albert Bruss House 1912 

 RESEARCH TOPIC REQUESTS 

SCHOLARSHIP OPPORTUNITY 
 

The Ozaukee County Historical Society invites high school seniors who from    
Ozaukee County who are planning to attend a 2-year or 4-year school of higher  
education to consider making an application for the  
 

 ~ OCHS  Harold C. Dobberpuhl Memorial Scholarship ~  
 

Applicants seeking a degree or major in the following areas of study are eligible:  
Public Administration/Public Service 
History and Historic Reenactment 
Historic Preservation 
Photography and Graphic Arts 

 

For more information and application visit:  
 

https://www.ochs.co.ozaukee.wi.us/scholarship 

 ~ Eleanor Prom ~ 
The OCHS extends their condolences to the 
family and friends of Eleanor Prom who 
passed away on February 2, 2021.  Eleanor 
was an OCHS longtime Board Member,    
Volunteer and friend.  She touched many of 
our lives and was welcoming and always 
willing to lend a helping hand.  Volunteering 
along side  of  Eleanor was always a lot of 
fun! 

B    Best place to find information… Website:  www.ochs.co.ozaukee.wi.us  or Facebook OzaukeeCountyHistoricalSociety@OCHS1960: 

 Event Info      Quarterly Meetings  Become a Member 

 School Tours                           Historical Classes                                 Scholarship Info 

 Weekends at the Village (May-Oct)   Archives/Research  Photos 

 Volunteer Opportunities     Make a Donation  Other Resources 
 

February 2021 
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1)  What does the name "Ozaukee" mean in Native American? 
    a) Gathering Place 
    b) Yellow Earth 
    c) Big Rover 
    d) Winter Home 
 

2) True or False 
     Is the Cedarburg Covered Bridge the last remaining covered     
bridge in Wisconsin? 
 
3)  Which lost community was NOT in Ozaukee County? 
    a) Knellsville 
    b) Ulao 
    c) Deer Creek 
    d) Stonehaven 
 
4)  In what year did the Cedarburg Woolen Mill cease operation of 
manufacturing woolen goods? 
    a) 1955 
    b) 1965 
    c) 1959 
    d) 1969 
 
5)  Where was Seyfert's Drug Store and General Store located? 
    a) Mequon-Thiensville 

Board Member, Keri Eichner, provided a quiz to test us on our knowledge of OZAUKEE COUNTY HISTORY.   
Take the challenge and check your answers on page  6. 

6)  Where is Stony Hill School -"Birthplace of Flag Day"           locat-
ed? 
    a) Pioneer Village 
    b) Little Kohler 
    c) Waubeka 
    d) Lake Church 
 
7) True or False  The lighthouse in Port Washington has never 

been replaced.                   . 
 

8)  Belgium has strong ties to what European nation? 
    a) France 
    b) Holland 
    c) Luxembourg 
    d) Belgium 
 

9)  The Interurban Trail brought musicians to this  community to 
record their records. 
    a) Grafton 
    b) Cedarburg 
    c) Port Washington 
    d) Thiensville 
 

10)  Which of the following unincorporated villages is NOT in Ozau-
kee County? 
     a) Holy Cross 
     b) Fillmore 

PLAT MAPS FOR SALE  
 

CEDARBURG—PORT WASHINGTON—FREDONIA 

GRAFTON—SAUKVILLE—MEQUON/THIENSVILLE  

(Visit the website for more information) 



 

   

Ozaukee County Historical Society 
N57 W6406 Center Street 
P.O. Box 206 
Cedarburg, WI 53012-0206 
 
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

Ozaukee County Historical Society 

N57 W6406 Center Street -PO Box 206 

Cedarburg, WI 53012-0206 

www.ochs.co.ozaukee.wi.us 
 

Hazel Wirth Archives Research Center 

262-377-4510 

E-Mail:  ozaukeearchivist@gmail.com 

I want to make a contribution to history. Enclosed please find my additional tax-deductible contribution specified for: 
 
___ Hazel Wirth Archives Research Center ___ Interurban Depot Preservation Fund 
___ Acquisitions & Collections Maintenance ___ Memorial:  In Memory of: ____________________________________ 
___ Stony Hill School Upkeep   ___ Celebration:  In Honor of: ____________________________________ 
___ Ozaukee County Pioneer Village Upkeep ___ Sponsorship of an Event: _____________________________________ 
___ General:  Where Needed Most  ___ Other: _________________________________________________________ 

 ~2021 Membership Application ~ 
Membership ~ January 1 thru December 31, 2021 

 

Sign me up! I’m ready to be a part of history! 
Enclosed please find my:  ___ Renewal  ___ New Membership 

 

___Individual $20   ___ Husband/Wife/Family $40 (incl children under 18) 

Name: _______________________________________ Spouse: ____________________________________________ 
Address: _________________________________________________________________________________________ 
City: ____________________________________________________ State: ______________ Zip: _________________ 
Phone: _______________________________________________________ Number of Children (under 18):_________ 
Email: _______________________________________________________ (Your email and phone number will never be shared.) 
___ Yes!  Please contact me when you need volunteer help! 


